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We celebrated our amazing industry and the people who 

make it so at our Annual Aviation NZ Gala Awards Evening in 

July.  With a record 240 attendees at our combined industry 

event, we all enjoyed a special occasion. 

 

A real highlight of the evening was having our members who 

have been recognised in Royal Honours for their 

contribution to the growth of aviation in New Zealand on 

stage at the same time!  The applause they received was 

well earned! 

 

 

 
 

The Inaugural Aviation Leadership Summit was held in 

Wellington in July.  We had record numbers of delegates and 

influential and entertaining speakers.  ‘Excellent’, ‘It was 

very good and I enjoyed myself’, ‘I have attended AIA 

conferences since the early 80's and have not missed one.  It 

is fair to say this was the best…. 5 star performance!’ are 

some of the tributes received. 

 

Keynote speakers included: 

Conrad Clifford – Regional VP Asia Pacific for IATA, Conor 

English - CEO Federated Farmers 

Hon Dr Nick Smith – Minister of Conservation. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Whole of Government Aviation Group (Ministry of 

Transport, CAA, NZ Trade & Enterprise, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade and Callaghan Innovation).   

 

Progress in removing barriers to export and supporting 

aviation industry growth: 

• Rules Development – Pt 147 

• Technical agreements with China opening 

commercial opportunities. 

 

 

 
We are making great progress towards a national 

partnership with DOC – where we have key input into the 

growth of the tourism activity in the conservation estate.  

This will directly benefit our tourism flight operators and 

AIRCARE™ is an important element in this relationship.   

 

With our PM as Tourism Minister, we’re developing a 

partnership with the Tourism Industry Association, to grow 

opportunities for our TFO and other members.  

 

 

 
 

We celebrated the removal of GST on B2B training contracts 

effective 1 April 2014 and the Tertiary Education Commission 

decision to give indicative EFTS allocations to some trainers 

for two years (instead of one) from 2015.  

 

 
 

Key submissions on the Civil Aviation Act Review and the 

CAA Funding Review.  We’re pushing back hard against a 

fuel levy and for changes to the CAA Act e.g. recognising 

overseas medicals.  
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We’ve had policy input to major industry issues: 

 

• New Southern Sky 

• RPAS/UAVs 

• ACMLG – medicals 

• ACAG 

 

 
 

AAA successes include: 

 

• Chemical Rating Training Programme (partnering 

with GROWSAFE and Worksafe) 

• Fatigue Risk Management Programme  

• Sustainable Farming project completed 

• Demonstration Day for regulators 

• Operational Standard drafted 

 

 

              
               
Other successes: 

 

NZHA – Helicopter safety bulletins, alerts for low level RNZAF 

exercises 

 

AEANZ – Progress with Pt 147 

 

Training & Development – Progress with integrated pilot 

training programme 

 

 
 

Council has united strongly to take Aviation NZ forward 

through a challenging year. 

• New President - Don McCracken 

• New Chair of Logistics - Maurice Gordon 

• Streamlining Divisions and work 

• Growing partnership with RNZAF  

 

 

 
 
A member survey in April and after the Leadership Summit 

(also surveyed sponsors) gave us good direction: keep up the 

reputation and brand development work, more networking, 

focus on regulation and reducing compliance costs and listen 

to grass roots.  Focus! 

 

This guidance and some comments in particular have helped 

us in the office and in the divisions. 

 

 
 

 

You told us how much you value networking and wanted 

more opportunities - so we are making it happen! 

 

• Whole of Government Aviation Group member 

functions in Christchurch and Auckland   

• Annual Stakeholder Function in Wellington 

• Divisional meetings and Council meeting at RNZAF 

Base Ohakea. 
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Women Leaders in Aviation was launched.  This programme 

promotes networking, diversity and encourages women to 

pursue an aviation career.  Key supporters include: 

Jan Dawson, Deputy Chair, Air New Zealand Board 

Michelle Guthrie, Auckland Airport Board 

Maureen Dougherty – Head of Boeing Australasia 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Monthly editorials in Aviation Trader/Airwaves in Australia, a 

regular column in Kiwiflyer and press releases and media 

comment on many topical issues: 

• Aviation adventure tourism safety 

• NZHA safety initiative 

• Support for rotary industry 

• Outlook for NZ aviation 

• Creation of RPAS (UAV) division. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

UAVNZ is the newest Division of Aviation NZ.  Together, we 

will be leading the debate on Shared Skies – how do we best 

integrate manned and unmanned operations? 

 

We are partnering in the Shared Skies Symposium as part of 

Wings over Wairarapa in January 2015.   

 

 

 
 

New Zealand aviation is practical, innovative and 

professional.  Our promotional material is an important tool 

to promote NZ aviation overseas.  It was updated during the 

year. 

 

 

 
 

Companies joining in 2014 included: 

Write Communications              Advanced Diagnostics 

Szinergia Digital                           Metrology Group 

Redfort Group                             Bulls Flying Doctor 

Airways NZ                                   Instra Aviation NZ 

Lakeview Helicopters                 Airspread South 

 

                
 

Cash benefits to members: 

• In the 12 months ended October, members saved 

$250,000 through N3.   

• Foreign exchange savings through NZForex  

 

 
    


